[Influenza in Poland in 2005].
A total number of 773,234 cases of influenza and influenza-like illness registered in Poland in 2004 (incidence 1921.4 per 100,000 population). Regionally the incidence ranged from 3391.8 per 100,000 population in Mazowieckie to 364.0 in Swietokrzyskie. Children and adolescents under 15 years of age accounted for 34.5% of all cases (age specific incidence 4045.3 per 100,000). In this age group the incidence varied regionally from 6381.1 in Mazowieckie to 797.6 in Swietokrzyskie. 1469 patients (0.20% of all cases) required hospital admission. There were 52 deaths due to influenza, in 82.7% these were persons over 70 years of age. In the epidemic season 2004/05 forty nine strains of influenza virus were isolated in Poland, including 2 strains of subtype A/H1, 23 strains of subtype A/H3 and 24 strains of type B. Antigenic analysis showed that they were similar to A/New Caledonia/20/99 (H1N1), A/Wyoming/3/2003 (H3N2), B/Hong Kong/330/2001 and B/Jiangsu/10/2003. Besides, RT-PCR method and immunofluorescence test allowed to confirm influenza in other 26 cases and infections with respiratory viruses as RSV, parainfluenza or adenovirus in other 25 cases.